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this was the last course which was to be expected;
however, the Squadron Command was bound, also in the
event of a later acceptance of the Terms, not to fulfil
any conditions, particularly the surrender of the Fleet
without the express order of the German Government.
There could be no question of the English taking possession
of the ships purely on the grounds of the Peace Treaty
being signed, as, by my isolation from the German
Government, I had always to consider the possibility of
the ships being bartered. Any attempt to take possession
of the ships without my express consent would have had
the immediate consequence of the ships being sunk.

At the end of April the serious disorders already
mentioned broke out on board a battleship.
This occurrence and one or two incidents of a less grave
character on board other ships might have been the
result of the long internment and proved the need for a
change. A circular letter, originated in another battle-
ship, addressed to all ships' companies, which came to our
knowledge at the end of May, confirmed this supposition ;
in it, it was suggested that to shorten the internment it was
no use arranging for isolated ships to refuse duty, the
men should go on strike together; that would have a pro-
found effect on the German Government to secure their
release.
Such a ' General Strike' at this time, when the whole
destiny of the Interned Squadron had reached its last
crisis, might yet in the end bring about the seizure of the
ships by the English. In face of this danger all mis-
givings about the reduction of the number of men which
had held sway until then had to be cast aside and the
lesser evil accepted. My Chief of Staff therefore suggested